
Principles of Design  

What	are	you	trying	to	
communicate?	

underscore composition, intent, and determine reception 



The Elements

•  Line	
•  Texture	
•  Color	
•  Shape/form	
•  Value	
•  Space	
•  Time	
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Triadic Color Schemes
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Hue-Tint-Tone-Shade



Simultaneous Contrast 
Contrast Effect
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Time

h;ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8CHDZR3674k	

h;ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_NeD3mN5eOc	

h;ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PucgCVxG-lY	



The Principles

•  Balance/Visual	weight	
•  Unity	
•  Emphasis/Focal	Point	
•  Dynamic	tension	
•  Hierarchy	
•  Rhythm/Pa;ern/RepeYYon	
•  Movement	
•  Contrast	
•  Variety	
•  ProporYon	
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Balance/Visual Weight

•  Symmetrical	balance	(bilateral	and	
radial	symmetry)	

•  Asymmetrical	balance	
•  	VerYcal	balance	(bo;om	heavy/

top	heavy)	
•  Diagonal	balance	



Balance/Visual Weight



Unity

•  The	whole	is	more	than	the	sum	of	
its	parts	

•  Gestalt:	the	whole	is	seen	before	
the	parts	
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Gestalt

•  Proximity	
•  Similarity	
•  Closure	
•  Simplicity	
•  Common	Fate	
•  ConYnuaYon	
•  SegregaYon	
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Emphasis/Focal Point

•  Hierarchy	
•  Color	
•  Line	
•  Gestalt	





Focal Point



Dynamic Tension

•  Eye	lines	
•  DirecYon	of	movement	
•  Diverging	lines	
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Hierarchy

•  Visual	weight	
•  Focal	point	
•  Dark	versus	light	values	
•  Symmetry	vs.	Asymmetry	







Rhythm/Pattern/Repetition

•  The	way	in	which	elements	are	
repeated	
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Movement

•  RelaYonship	between	hierarchy	
and	direcYon	
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Contrast

•  One:	Many	
•  So_:	Hard	
•  Flat	values:	High	contrast	values	
•  Liquid:	Solid	
•  Delicate:	Brash	
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Typography

•  Old	Style	Fonts	
•  TransiYonal	Style	Fonts	
•  Modern	Style	Fonts	
•  EgypYan	Style	Fonts	
•  Sans	Serif	Style	Fonts	
•  DecoraYve	and	Display	Style	Fonts	



Serif  
deconstructed	



Old Style Faces

•  Organic,	gently	curved	and	round	cup-faced	serifs	
•  Oblique	stress	to	the	characters	
•  Capital	height	is	shorter	than	the	height	of	the	

lowercase	ascenders	
•  Terminals	on	some	lowercase	le;ers	are	shaped	

like	teardrops	
•  Have	stability,	mass,	and	are	grounded	
•  Easy	on	the	eye	to	discern	
•  Classic	or	tradiYonal	feel	
•  Used	for	body	copy	
•  Goudy	
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Transitional Style Fonts

•  Strong	thick	and	thin	contrast	in	
weight	of	stem	and	hairline	

•  Finely	bracketed	serifs	
•  Almost	verYcal	stress	
•  Capitals	are	the	same	height	as	the	

lower	case	ascenders	
•  Lowercase	le;ers	are	very	short	and	

wide,	almost	appear	extended	
•  New	Baskerville	
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Modern Style Fonts

•  Extreme	contrast	of	thick	and	thin	in	
weight	of	stem	and	hairline	

•  No	brackeYng	of	serifs	
•  Strong	verYcal	stress	
•  Lowercase	le;ers	have	small	body	

height	in	proporYon	to	cap	height	
•  Terminals	on	some	le;ers	are	

circular	
•  Bodoni	
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Egyptian Style Fonts

•  Li;le	contrast	of	thick	and	thin	in	
the	weight	of	the	stem	and	
hairline	

•  Large	body	height	to	lowercase	
le;ers	

•  Thick	squarish	or	slab	serifs	
•  VerYcal	stress		
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Sans Serif Style Fonts

•  No	serifs	
•  Li;le	stress,	because	weights	of	

stem	and	hairline	opYcally	appear	
even	

•  Large	body	height	in	proporYon	to	
capital	height	

•  O_en	squared-off	terminals	
•  Franklin	Gothic	



Franklin Gothic



Franklin Gothic



Franklin Gothic



DisplayFonts

•  Scripts	
•  Ornate	faces	
•  Historic	faces	
•  Illuminated	iniYals	
•  RusYc,	textured	faces	
•  Highly	condensed	faces	
•  Extremely	extended	faces	
•  “Western”	faces	
•  “Circus”	faces	
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